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February 23, 2020
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Lv 19:1-2, 17-18
1 Cor 3:16-23
i Mt5:38-48

Be Perfect

Wow, that’s a tall order! But what does
perfect mean? The Greek word means “full” or
“complete.” In the first reading, Leviticus calls us to be
holy, a word with cultic allusions—to be set apart to be
used for God. Though not possessing exactly the same
sense, there is a connection between perfect and holy,
for to be set apart to be used for God will certainly
make us perfect, fulfilled, and complete. So what does
Jesus mean when he tells us to be perfect, as God is
perfect?

Continuing our reflection on the Sermon on the
Mount, we find Jesus telling us how we are to be
perfect as God is perfect. He offers two examples of
extraordinary behavior. The Mesopotamian code of
Hammurabi states “An eye for an eye and a tooth for
a tooth.” The punishment may not exceed the crime.
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This was a step forward in ancient justice.

Jesus said that this is not enough. There is to be
no vindictiveness, no revenge, regardless of how
equivalent it might appear. The reason for this is
that God loves and cares for all, even those who do
us injustice. God makes the “sun rise on the bad and
the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the
unjust” (Matthew 5:46). In this way, we must be like
God; we must love all, no exceptions. This is what it
means to be perfect. It is indeed a tall order. But it is
the way to be fulfilled, to be complete.

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

* Where in your life are you being called to
consecrate yourself to God and God’s work?

* Where in your life are you being challenged to
love more unselfishly?
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Weekend Masses

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time— Year A

Weekday Masses

Saturday 5:00 pm Mon. Tues. & Wed .12:10 pm

Sunday 10:30 am Thurs. & Fri. 5:30 pm

Reconciliation time: Saturday from 4:15 to 4:45pm; Sunday,
9:45-10:15am or by appointment. Please contact Fr. Inno-
cent for any other sacraments or funerals

Fr. Innocent Ukaegbu: 867-875-2545
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The Announcement for 7" Sunday in the ordinary time of the year, Feb 23™ | 2019.
---- We are always delighted to welcome each and everyone who has come to worship with us here at Assumption parish. If you’re C a[éndm
a new member, please take time to introduce yourself'to the pastor and fill out a registration form found at the bulletin board at the m
entrance of the church.. J Monday
------ February 26" is ASH WEDNESDAY; the beginning of Lent. It is a period that offers Christians, especially Catholics the A Protestant friend says all the Catholic rituals FES\ZL:;;\S;(},M
opportunity to reflect more deeply on the mystery of the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ; the mystery of our salvation. aren’t necessary to get to heaven. What can I say Jas 3:13-18
Our Ash Wednesday mass will be by 7:00pm. Ashes will be distributed to attendees. to convince her? Mk 9:14-29
—————— We please request that parishioners bring old palms that were blessed during palm Sunday last year, in their possessions. Y°ur friend is correct about heaven: God wishes the salvation of everyone— Tuesday
They are going to be burnt for use on Ash Wednesday. Please drop them off either at the entrance of the church or the Rectory. not just Catholics (Dogmatic Constitution on the Church [Lumen Gentium], FEBRUARY 25
They’re expected from Sunday to Tuesday morning. They will be burnt by Tuesday evening. 13). Even so, Catholics believe—and Christ taught us—that certain rituals are Weekday
necessary to enter heaven. Baptism is one example. Jas 4:1-10
—————— With the celebration of Ash Wednesday, the parish will be observing Stations of the Cross every Friday. This comes up But being Catholic isn’t just about getting to heaven. Earthly benefits abound! Mk 9:30-37
immediately after evening mass. All are encouraged to participate as it is a way of identifying with Christ in His passion. Take the Mass: holy Communion gives us Jesus Wednessy
. . . . . . L. Christ’s very Body and Blood. The sacrament FEBRUARY 26
-----=- Our Friday evening masses for this Lent, is .moved to 6:30pm as against 'ghe usual 5:30pm. It is a way of making it much P resoneilietion aheolwes oo sins, bringing ity
easier for those who would like to attend the evening mass and still participate in the Stations of the Cross. . . .
5 us peace, comfort, and a closer relationship to JI 2:12-18
————— We would like to say thank you to all who participated in the renewal of vows, CWL who helped with decorating, cake and i Gid. Ol.lr st A xie Hlessed Marher ispice 2 Cor20—62
flowers and Quick print who donated the certificates for this lovely occasion. 2 us and intercede on our behalf. Our Church Thursday
% leaders—ordained and religious—bring Christ FEBRUARY 27
----- On behalf of Helen Beaudette, Tim and Sister Maggie, we are most grateful for all the prayers and love over the past two % to our lives. Our Catholic hymns and prayer Thursday after
weeks. Mom has made a remarkable recovery from pneumonia. Keep the prayers coming as she still has a long road ahead getting z traditions help us offer praise and thanks in a Ash Wednesday
her strength back. Thank you, Mahsi!!!! % unique way. Your priest and the Catechism of Dt 30:15-20
s - the Catholic Church can explain in detail the Lk 9:22-25
) ) ) ) spiritual and temporal benefits of our rituals and rich traditions. Friday
----TICKETS FOR OUR CHURCH FUNDRAISING are still available, please approach any of the parish council for purchase. Once we get to heaven, the need for distinctions among those of different EEBRUARYSE
) ) o ) o Christian faiths dissolves. But until then, we shouldn’t follow the beliefs and Friday after
----- Communion to the sick and home bound: Do you know of anyone who is sick and/or home bound and would like to be visited practices of the Catholic Church simply because it’s the religion of our parents or Ash Wednesday
and given communion by the church, please let us know. spouse; we should follow them because we believe they show us how to deepen Is 58:1-9a
our relationship with God by living as Jesus wanted us to. Mt 9:14-15
So while “all the Catholic rituals” do prepare us for heaven, they also enrich Saturday
and inform our earthly lives in ways we can’t find anywhere else. I thank God for FEBRUARY 29
my Catholicism every day—and you should, too. Saturday after
—Fr. Scott Katzenberger, CSsR Ash Wednesday
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org Is 58:9b-14
Lk 5:27-32
Rachel’s Corner AWORD FroM Fpe Francis Surday
i ; ; p i One of the essential characteristics of this vocation to .
I dlqn t protect my child and | h,UI't my wife with our deCI.S fon. It was : Weekly Revenue perfection is the love of our enemies, which protects Flg;?;i!;.y;if;nt
my job to protect them. Racl_1el s Vineyard helped me give that to us from the tempiation 1o seek ravengs and from ths =Ml RS
God and He helped me re-discover the man | used to be. | know 51,537.45 spiral of endless retaliation....Those who evangelize must 19
God has forgiven me, and for the rest of my days I will work on therefore be first and foremost practitioners of forgiveness, Mt 4:1-11
forgiving myself.” specialists in reconciliation, experts in mercy.
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