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i May 31, 2020
Pentecost (A)

i Acts 2:1-11

i 1Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13
i Jn20:19-23

Look What Blew
into Town

id it really happen the way the story is told?

Who would not give anything to have been
there? But maybe we have been there. Maybe we have
met people who were so open to the mysterious power
of the Spirit of God that they were able to accomplish
things they never thought they could. Maybe at times
even we, too, have been so moved by that mysterious
Spirit. Is it possible that we are mistaken about what is
truly mysterious or Spirit-driven? Is it possible that we
fail to see the mystery of God in everyday life?

This is not to say that nothing extraordinary
happened on that Pentecost day. It certainly did!
People who kept a low profile out of fear of facing the
same deadly fate as their leader seemed to rush out
onto the street and proclaim that leader’s mighty acts.
What has happened to them? How is such a reversal
of behavior to be described? It happens that when
something wondrous occurs we often use exaggerated
images and superlative language in an attempt to
capture the astounding character of the event. To
embellish language does not mean that the event was
not amazing. It means that it was so amazing that
we are at a loss to describe or explain it. We are, after
all, talking about the dynamic Spirit of God that can
completely change people. This is the same Spirit we
received at baptism. Are we open to have it change us?

—Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

Pray that you might be open to the Spirit working
in the world through you.

What mighty works has God worked in you?
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Suddenly there came from
the sky a noise like a strong
driving wind, and...Then
there appeared to them
tongues as of fire.
ACTS 2:2-3
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May 31, 2020 www.ourladyofassumptionhayriver.com

Pentecost — Year A

Sunday Masses Weekday Masses
10:30 or 11:00 AM 7:30 AM

Hay River, NT

Donations may be made by cheque, email money ~ “l 18

transfer, or online.

Please visit our website for detailed instructions.

Fr. Innocent Ukaegbu: 867-875-2545

father@ourladyofassumptionhayriver.com

& St. Anne, Katlodeeche

Location Live Streaming Facebook Watch Later
Assumption of Our Lady  Sunday Mass Facebook &
Hay River 10:30 AM our website
Diocese of Mackenzie-

. Sunday Mass
Fort Smith Y Facebook
Yellowknife 11:00 AM
Diocese of Mackenzie- :

. Daily Mass
Fort Smith Facebook
Yellowknife 7:30 AM




Time has ground to a halt — but the Spirit is moving!

Borders are closed, isolation is making itself felt, physical distancing is taking its toll
even though we are finding ways to stay connected by various technologies and
other media. Through this pandemic, humanity, surrounded by a shared suffering,
has embarked on common quest for solutions that will spare people, especially those
who are vulnerable on account of their health or employment. Every one of us is
affected by the question, “Who are we?”.

Human beings, by virtue of their sense of responsibility, cannot but seek to control
situations, and to use their knowledge to forecast what will happen.

The experience of Pentecost allowed the disciples to enter into an attitude of
tremendous openness that allowed them to continue Jesus’ mission throughout the
whole world, with the Holy Spirit. The Upper Room was no longer a hiding place, and
boldness took the place of fear. They say things will never be the same after Covid-
19: the ways we have of being Church, our ways of thinking about the world, of living
together... Ever since Pentecost, everything has shifted towards a future forever
opened by Love and borne along by the Kingdom’s abundance. Each one of us must
labour to ensure that this future remains open. Enlightened by faith, the human
experience of precariousness and fragility is an opportunity for each person to live
the grace of listening and of self-abandonment, of healing and of discernment with
the Spirit of God.

As was the case for the two disciples, the compass of a heart that is burning for God
guides our hopeful gaze. Many initiatives and examples of willingness to help have
revealed the greatness of caregivers and health-care workers. That too is Pentecost,
releasing peace from its lockdown and breaking down the distances created by sin.

To all groups and associations borne along by enthusiasm for the mission, may we
wish you joy and audacity in that post-Covid time where the Spirit will be at work
creating and recreating!

Standing Committee for Relations with Movements and Associations
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
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I look forward to every Pentecost Sunday,

when I am renewed in God’s spirit. Recently

I read an article that said the Holy Spirit is a she.
Is the Holy Spirit female?

he third person of the Trinity is

the Holy Spirit. The word spirit is a
translation of the Hebrew word ruah, which
can mean “breath,” “air,” or “wind.” This
is the wind that God first sent to create the
world, it is the breath that God breathed into
Adam and Eve, and it is the tongues of fire
that the apostles experienced on the first
Pentecost.

In Hebrew, the word used for the Holy
Spirit is feminine. In Greek, the word used
is neuter, and in Latin, the word used is
masculine. Not surprisingly, this caused a few
problems for the early Church, which included many Hebrew, Greek, and Latin
speakers. In areas where Hebrew or another Semitic language, such as Syriac,
was spoken, the Holy Spirit was thought of as feminine, and so images of the
Holy Spirit as mother were common. These various images of the Holy Spirit
were openly expressed until about the fourth century, when Latin took over as
the dominant language in the West.

We believe that in the life of the Trinity, God the Creator begets the Son.
The expression of the love between God and the Son is the Holy Spirit.
Perhaps we shouldn’t think of the Holy Spirit as being either gender. Saint
John describes the Holy Spirit as being God’s love (see 1 John 4:7-13).

On this Pentecost and always, [ wish you God’s Spirit of love.

—Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR
Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org

As he did on Pentecost, the Lord wants to work one of the
greatest miracles we can experience; he wants to turn your
hands, my hands, our hands, into signs of reconciliation, of
communion, of creation. He wants your hands to continue
building the world of today. And he wants to build that
world with you.

—PRAYER VIGIL WITH YOUNG PEOPLE, JULY 30, 2016
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Calendan

Monday
JUNE 1
Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of the Church
Gn 3:9-15, 20 or
Acts 1:12-14
Jn 19:25-34

Tuesday
JUNE 2
Weekday
2 Pt 3:12-15a, 17-18
Mk 12:13-17

Wednesday
JUNE 3
St. Charles Lwanga
and Companions,
Martyrs
2 Tm 1:1-3, 6-12
Mk 12:18-27

Thursday
JUNE 4
Weekday
2 Tm 2:8-15
Mk 12:28-34

Friday
JUNE 5
St. Boniface,
Bishop and Martyr
2 Tm 3:10-17
Mk 12:35-37

Saturday
JUNE 6
Weekday
2 Tm 4:1-8
Mk 12:38-44

Sunday
JUNE 7
Most Holy Trinity
Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9
2 Cor 13:11-13
Jn 3:16-18

Liguori

A Redemptorist Ministry




